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Sustainability Checklists

• Objective: Better Buildings
• Achieve Community Energy & 

Emissions Savings
• Developer/community 

awareness 
• Communicate Local 

Government’s commitment
• Offer sustainability options
• Negotiate more sustainable 

buildings
• Incentivize more sustainable 

buildings 
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Sustainability Checklist Experience  (Survey)

• Port Coquitlam 
• New Westminster
• Whistler
• Penticton
• Regional District of Nanaimo
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Best Practices

• Keep it simple 
• Make completion mandatory 
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Best Practices

• Highlight existing utility 
incentives

• Coordinate local 
government incentives 
with utility incentives.

• Reinforce existing policy
• Use energy targets that 

are quantifiable and 
achievable
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Best Practices

• Keep the checklist up-to-
date 

• Require submission early in 
the permitting process 

• Use existing green building 
standards
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Voluntary Checklist Sample

• Used by staff to review permits
• Raise awareness of sustainability
• 4 Pillars of sustainability

• Environmental
• Social
• Economic
• Cultural
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CEA Offer

• Review existing sustainability 
checklist

• Recommendations
• Other policy tools
• Draft the energy sustainability 

component 
• Draft reports for Council/Board
• Present at Staff/Council/Board 

meetings
• Support until March 31, 2016
• Funded by NRCan, BC Hydro, 

FortisBC, & Columbia Basin Trust
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Local Government Commitment

• Point of contact

• Intend to adopt sustainability 
checklist 

• Guidance on checklist item 
acceptability and linkages to 
policy tools

• Guidance on 
challenges/opportunities
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Thank You!

Community Energy Association
Patricia (Trish) Dehnel

pdehnel@communityenergy.bc.ca
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